FORTY  THOUSAND  AGAINST  THE  ARCTIC
people who live on Polar stations for two or three years as
bearable as possible.   They get a ration of fifty telegram
words a month free of charge to communicate with their
families.    Once a month relatives of Polar workers are
assembled at the main radio station in Moscow and each
family  can  broadcast   one   hundred   words  of personal
greetings to their sons or daughters, wives or parents in the
Far North.    Special concerts are arranged in the capital
which are transmitted through Dickson to all the Polar
stations and, while the programme runs off, each station
may send a wish for a particular piece of music which they
like to hear.   A number of them are satisfied immediately,
the rest have their wishes gratified in the next concert.   As
the messages arrive at the concert hall during intervals
they are read out to the public present, who cheer the Polar
workers, to make them feel the country thinks of them
and is grateful for their courageous work.   A year ago,
during a festival parade on the square outside the Kremlin,
Polyarniki from Dickson sent greetings to the crowds which
were relayed to them by loud-speakers in the streets.   Dick-
son itself had tuned in to the Moscow station, which broad-
cast a sound picture of the parade.   They could hear the
voices of their own comrades who spoke to the crowds from
the microphone next door, mixed with the replying cheers
of the crowds in Moscow.   These are all quite simple tech-
nical tricks, but this instance shows how much feeling of
nationwide solidarity can be fed and cherished through our
modern inventions.
Living conditions on Dickson seemed comparatively com-
fortable. Married couples had rooms of their own, single
men and women shared dormitories with one or two com-
panions. The scientists had a cottage of their own, to
which they referred as the 'academy'. The main building
consisted of a large common room, in which meals were
taken, lectures held, games played and work discussed and
organized. All around doors led into the private rooms.
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